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Comparative study of portable Raman
instrumentation for pharmaceutical analysis

Abstract The paper provides comparative information about three portable Raman instruments by
systematically evaluating their external characteristics, hardware performance, technical parameters,
software function and analytical method validation parameters including precision, accuracy and robustness
in the analysis of several pharmaceuticals. Six types of commercial hypoglycemic drugs and their
corresponding reference substances of active pharmaceutical ingredient were tested by the three
spectrometers and the spectra were compared with their “standards” obtained by a micro-Raman
spectroscopy. For the three instruments, the portability, simplicity and software function of the Thermo are
the best, while the Ocean provides the best spectral quality, the most excellent method validation
parameters with the lowest price. The B&W performs quite well regarding all the comparative parameters

so that it might excel in a comprehensive way.

Key words Raman spectroscopy, Portable Raman instrumentation, Pharmaceutical analysis ,

Comparative study
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AR R RERE I 8o, HAE . SRR 5. CCD #ii s 11X
BOARMESR, AR TR E: RAREOER, GRS/ HE T, R
REAHT, X ARATERME T 5 A s b (R 1 537 F-BL

AR « T4 Al 5 R S UM SR 7T 10 4 bR = & B (s 8
F1 2 H AL (43 74 Thermo TruScan -k H7 2 %X . Ocean Optics QE65000-Raman #2448 17 2 5k
R B&W Tek i-Raman £ 51| BWS415-785H B & JGiEAO) I REdEAT T 2 MBI LLE . 76 k2P
W7, WL 6 Fhif Femk 291 R IL APT XN SEIORE R, B8 T =AU . MRt
R PRI F PSSR AT .

2 RIS

2.1 Hidn

211 X RS 47, PRLEHEFINEEE. KRFISENR. LK S ERST RIS, 3 E 2 A

SEFTER AL

2.1.2 BEEEZIREML: BN S MHRREESR AT AR | MOIREE, X API SRR, B ®AIRWTEE D).
K1 PEEEAREMTILAE

TRES S #5 APL & &(%) APl &% RS
Ktk FIMERE 071227 2.53 1E(0%-3%) T-L1
REFEFIFMR T 090202 1.17 1E(0%-3%) T-L2
¥ 1IES 195 0708701 3.14 (3%-5%) T-M
EERRI AR S 08072351 12.56 (> 5%) T-H1
FE BB 0 115455 36.71 Bi(>5%) T-H2
UL RR T R BRI A% 51 i e 3 080901 13.49 E(>5%) C-H

2.2 {38
Thermo(H]l J5{ Ahura Scientific Inc.) TruScan F#F X $7 2 HiE{L. Ocean Optics QE65000-Raman £}

2 0% Fr B Y1 . B&W Tek i-Raman % %1 BWS415-785H 7 & 12 I Jobin Yvon %Y%) LabRam-1b
A Bk B TEA(LAT 2 518 %5 4 Thermo. Ocean. B&W F1JY), {(U&HASHMLKSE T

2 Thermo. Ocean. B&W HIJY $7 8 Vi A S HA LR S5

RN BAEREK BMEXEE TR BoymtiEl CFHEERE
Thermo 785nm 300mwW Zem™-10.5¢m™
Ocean 785nm 231mW A4 8em™ 10 f2 3
3em!(175-2600em™yak 1k .
B&W 785nm 100mW /=47 ] 1 10 # 3R
S5em(175-3200cm™)
Y 632.81nm 4.3mW >3cm™ 30 ¥
2.3 it RENE B b

2.3.1 iR
RSB ARRES, BEBHBARESS: LRYIUMA R AEERR T, HERE,
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Fat 3 N AL
BeBEF: 50, HCH L b ROk B AT R A

WH AR 2RISR Thermo. Ocean. B&W MY, %% 2 0 SE B M 4 HIRE Lk B 41k
IR, BN 3 K, SRR 3 K.

iy P RO e 78R 7R TR RIS T 43U Ocean, B&W RAHE I F kx5 A T-L2
T, LASOE 3R OR (AT S8 B A B & Ocean 5 74 (R 15 (3] 8ms-15min) 5 B&W Rl

75 (19 B[R] Sms-65535ms).

232 {5 EAabs

HiHE 2> 9] LL* spe(Thermo)F1* txt(Ocean. B&W Al JY& R, #E—HHEHl* xl1s Fl* csv
¥, #%E 1993.7-175.0cm™, LA Excel 2003(Microsoft Co.)H1 OPUS # {4 (Bruker Optics Inc.)#:4T ik
{5 Bt #.

2321 “TY ARAESERE R AR ARUE N B B E

8IY RESMGEEIC A TY FRHEHE”, 4 Thermo. Ocean il B&RW H— K AKHEFHF1
K HAE (n=3)1d 0 &AES . & HE R MRS, 1A SR AL R R X FEDL 1S
2322 K. HARBIEREER. SR A R P

ISR 3 K 9 SRR, “HIXTARHELIE FI“TY SRAEEe 4 BUBEAT HOXS s SREURE R Va5
HH 2R NARRREN 3 FO6HE 58X bR e 152 5K OPUS “peak picking” ZhE (LA
S%ELH]) GEBUREAEVE, FEHL 3 ML KRR, FEH IS A KPR MR Z(SD, standard deviation),
ieh “SD”, MREIHWREERESER: FHLHE 3 REESIIHRBERLSR: UMMt A%
HARAE, F] OPUS 8440 & Y6 i B 34T Quick Identity Test™, 78BIMIUE 1184 R (Hit Quality),
DAL SR S48 (A e 1 7 O R e A

BT BB GO AR A (R MER I, R ANRE B CAEXTARUE S SARRIRY “TY bRHEiE”
G H P £ S U A AT LU, SRR EAE R WBGER (3, 4, Sem™) AItHBRIANL
2.3.2.3 MHYE. B AR5 £ 22({ Ocean Al B&W)

X TR PR RO A B U RAER BN MG IS BE LR B BN B AR IR iR
SRR 75 (38 5 HUE B AR BB A, LIRSS AR 8, 2'(=65536)1E N4 T, B3
(EL L
3 HBREIW®

30 SR, SRR R
L3 A =G IERNRWEFE . AR EENSE . WP, Thermo FEHL. 2%
FAC BRI, BT VAR E B AL = G A8 T &/ RN BT Thermo fR4M52 R 2 i F 28



SPECTRONIC INSTRUMENTY AND AN VRIS

kL, HPIEMNREEEER. B&W WEN SRS 2EME K, FaiaERrsEhomeg, HFE
a0 BENEH RN EIBC ST, SOLEHEMIRZ; Ocean HIKHAIEM LM, 7T H
TG,

#3 Thermo. Ocean 1 B&W i1 B i (U RMAFE . AR EFERBEARSEILE

Characteristic Thermo Ocean B&W
, 3.0 (the host including
Weight (kg) 1.8 1.18 (only the host)
the laser)
. . 182x110x47 +
Dimensions 17%34%23 4cm +
30x15%7.6 detector + probe
(cmxcmXcm) probe head
head
Wavelength range 175-2600 or
1 250-2875 200-2700 1
(cm™) 175-3200cm
Resolution (cm‘l) 7-10.5 8 Jor5
2100ms, ) ,
o ] 8ms-15min, 5ms-65535ms,
Integration time range  automatically _ .
, manually adjustable  manually adjustable
adjustable

no information

Grating 1200 lines mm™ 1200 lines mm’' _
available
. back-illuminated cooling package CCD
Detector 2048x1lingar CCD . .
cooled CCD (-40C) (-147C)
L 785nm 785nm diode, < 785nm diode,
aser
diode,300mW 300mW ,adjustable ~ >300mW adjustable
. no information i .
Warm-up time ) < 10min Smin
available
Sampling time(s) <60 10 1-30
Database
. L >4000(>1000) >8000(need to buy)  >6540(1019)
capacity(medicine)

* SPC format, *.txt

* SPC format, *.txt

format, *. XLS format,

Database share Seamless transfer format , *.XLS .
Lib database file,
format
seamless transfer
through USB and
o through cable and .
Data communication wireless through USB
CF card .
transmission

Ocean 5 B&W FH B34 R sH40 5124 12.7cmX 10cm F1 10cm X Scm, 477 8 A H 3 22 SRR
IR He b R BB TR . Thermo A1 B&W B THE St 40 B #0 2 AR X B & M (B&W 5
S T A T R RS AR), TRV T REERZE, e T EIEMEIM. Ocean KA WA MM
KB, AREFR R TR MR, SRR A AR AT AR A &b R B AT R

=AU MR S LG B o R A BRI R KK, JF BRI BB E . Thermo RAF
i (IR T — 5 (R IR LU (B R e, W ERR B, B BISRAG B AR LR B (- Ocean Fl B&W
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B KM A, kR, AT E R E R A, JF XDt E AT E B (pass 5 fail)
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SPEOTRONIC INSTRUMENTYS AND 401 VAN

B2 & FInLGER B /E Thermo(a). Ocean(b)Fll B&W(c)f3 2 i FXTARAEIE " FIAE TY () BRI “TY FRHEICIE" LR

75 APT RS B L, AR Btk sxt B L TE = B AU R R IR TR BAr, BE XS
3R 9 KR RAFFE RO, LT, BRI GGEE TR E, B A E;
T BT IETRE T, A R I A AR IER, b, KRSt i R IR
RO /IN, % 5 56 JR X Lt AR bt A 0 R o L B e RO A PR TR

FE A HIRT PRI (KU T J7 T, Ocean 13 £ BRI 2L -1 B i, BUMIERLE % B&W
BRIEERFEERL, BOTERE, SPFERE, BRASFRERE: HT Themo XAMNEE
TR RIS, EAS. = SHFNE TY {3815 2 B0 AU W A 354 BUf
MILHEE, Hrp B&W I JY 831 EIE R A E L IL AR R o
3.2.1.2 BEREZSRE a5 LR

MEEPRRIEGFY brdtili i i, BRsides i RIS BAERE APL S BEIEM T-L1,
APL HEFEH TM K2, APl B EE&K T-H1 Bl REAE=E&H&E,

it AR T, = S AEEH, B&W 15 1 B e s A £ F 5 MR ELL R, Ocean IR, Thermo
531 P e e W 1 B = 2 R 59 AT ITLECAZRE |, Ocean 5 TY 19 180 B UL ACRERERE /&
ifi Thermo 5 B&W VLACFZREIKZ .
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FAG R IR Ay

4 FAXEE R RS S R R

SD of peak positions Average of
Sample Instrument — _ )
‘ Within-day Between-day Hit Quality
) Thermo 0.02-0.13 0.10-0.13 0.14
Glime-
. Ocean 0.01-0.05 0.10-0.11 0.05
piride
B&W 0.01-0.03 0.05-0.05 0.1s5
Thermo 0.04-0.17 0.12-0.14 0.15
T-L1 Ocean 0.01-0.07 0.10-0.17 0.08
B&W 0.00-0.08 0.10-0.12 0.14
Thermo 0.01-0.08 0.08-0.13 0.18
T-M Ocean 0.01-0.15 0.18-0.24 0.16
B&W 0.01-0.20 0.15-0.19 034
Thermo 0.03-0.07 0.06-0.07 .0.19
T-HI Ocean 0.02-0.19 0.12-0.25 0.18
B&W 0.04-0.13 0.15-0.17 0.22
Thermo 0.03-0.33 0.11-0.74 0.20
T-H2 Ocean 0.04-0.19 0.19-0.43 0.20
B&W 0.19-0.77 0.58-0.66 047
Thermo 0.03-0.09 0.08-0.12 0.16
C-H Ocean 0.00-0.07 0.10-0.16 0.12
B&W 0.03-0.09 0.12-0.16 0.25

%5 RHERE KT (3, 4, Sem™) FHFFHEEILRA

strument Thermo Ocean B&W
;;:)N sem”  4em’ sem’ 3em”’  4em’ sem’ s3em”  4em™ Ssem
e 2alliin3 8 24 30 30 32 32 9 21 24
TR 8 17 32 30 30 31 10 21 27
ftk % 51| 13 23 25 29 29 29 15 19 21
Be] - ipt 9 12 14 7 8 10 3 3 5

M 4 HERATLE N, TEHNREHEERITH, SD &/MEK 0, HIRFE Ocean {X45 C-H 4
F1B&W {X2% T-L1 £ 4h 1. SD MB KA 0.77, HILTE T-H2 b, FrHIMNEE A B&W. MK L
%, TE7E Ocean B 2B RN H WHEE EERZLEREM, B&W REESURZ, Thermo £
Fe A T RA BT, &R #E. R RREEESITE, J5LL Ocean 45 &AL, B&W XL,

Thermo )45 REB % .

OPUS ¥ ) Quick Identity Test(tR g AHLLRE KB Hit {5 5% % %2 B i (5] 2 4 (R AHABLRE, 2L eh Hit
Quality fE /)N, HEHILACRERE MRS, FRIRMELILR. AE4KERP 50, Hit Quality & /ME
9 0.05, HIIAER S AR RS, BTHIAXES A Ocean, Hit Quality & K{E K 0.47, HILAE T-H2, Ff

R385 B&W.

HRYE USP<1120>H KA E, AR AT YA et
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PECTROMIC INSTRUMENTY 4 10 0100

BRI RIIERT, BATHR 400 3, 4, Sem” HIELES, HERNE S NERTHM, BT s
Ahy XFFHAR =N Ocean (X 2845 R 1. Thermo Fl B&W {88 ULHC 45 AT, HICA % &E
47 Ocean {X2$M)—F. HULAT4N, ZEMEAIHERIPE AT, Ocean (XSS HUF, XS HIRMELE FAH—

.
3.2.3 MifHMEEE

K6 MHAMEEILHEERIT L

SD of peak  Average of

instrument sample conditions .. . )
positions  Hit Quality

Ocean & FIR AR Light off 0.10-0.11 0.05
Ocean LY IES Light on 0.07-0.09 0.36
Ocean T-L2 Light off 0.04-0.08 0.06
Ocean T-L2 Light on 0.06-0.09 0.37
B&W % 5K Light off 0.05-0.03 0.15
B&W 1% 5156 B Light on 0.03-0.04 0.17
B&W T-L2 Light off 0.03-0.07 0.08
B&W T-L2 Light on 0.03-0.08 0.12

MFE 6 FITLIEH, Xt Ocean Fl B&W SRk, % P FF AT MR S AT RIS, R B [RDR %5 1%
R R AR RHE, AT T SD. RSD A Hit Quality {55 % W RATHIL T
SR EEM L B EER: X Ocean Kiff, ALK EIEM LIV RBIECR, 7E5F
HT 4 PRI 9 KL Hit Quality FITIMEILTERAT K4 FEFIMMNE RENRL: BAK
Pk, B&W fEiif A% 87 TR T Ocean, BT Thermo HMK M 2E FEGUT, Frilf
ST HAT LT 52
3.2.4 WEME AR R L E S

Ocean 15 75 & 43 38048 00 P AIBOL ST TF (B s BB P AR, wHHAGRIPIE 9IS
e 7 4351 2229.3 A1 25848.4, {S5WEtb A5 29.4 F1 2.5, ARG =4 T A/ NOBL 2R, X
EF M SRR, FTH AR AR WOLE G R LAEREIL TSR W AR B oL, B
e P B DUSR 2 W ME: 1f B&W MIARM B ARSI A5 The, mILLEBCREREEE, 71 HE IR,
RN 3453.0, ML 19.0, AHLEL Ocean (MIMEWEFS K1, B&W 75 M5 75 BT i s v K,
T HT & W E 44T s fT Thermo 76 “i84T” BaUF, BB, P EXBFESHLENNBE,
B B3R VA TR AR FRE R AR R R LG, PRI AU TS 5
4 &

AR A Thermo. Ocean FI'B&W ZFhr & il (SO0f 6 Al EHE 25 f2 1L APL Xt IR BEA T
EHCREMELE, (53 JY fr @A OUER “TY ArdE” CGEREZEST) AT LR, MAERAIE
AGFIE . WA S AR S AR T i PN Fadn 55 07 DN = G H P 2B T T
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REHIT, 4R 7 Fir.

# 7 Thermo. Ocean 1 B&W 1 8L BEFHM A E

Characteristic Thermo Ocean B&W
ki ted -+ F++ e+
AR BT - ++ +++
s +++ -+ 1+
Hepitt ot AR -
LyREZ Pt 4+ ++ +++
CCD Fa il 3P i +HH ot +t
BHThie -+ - +H+
WEIEHER Yes No Yes
HIFfa X ++ REE A+
P ++ - +++
1P R e B ++ -+ +++
[ ) b ) ++ - +++
Vel B AL +H+ -+ ++
ik B4 ot -+ et
HE il 1 + o+ +H
i F A - +H+ -
HE M -- F— A+
fiilg bt - - ++

Thermo ERLMEIR @1, BEARBITRILRTy, EEHEMTT HIRNELE: B&W IRZ; Ocean KFIHH
Ptk AL AR, FUEAE P TR mr e, EBA s (s
AR PRI, Thermo & ARUFIMIERE: (B FEMIEBESE (MTEERND, SR SPIA M Rkt

FANESA (i APLAEED, Bl Ocean A1 B&W fUARA TG HEHEOR, 72077 HE A L%

CSHORE T, BT Ocean H B&W, HIFWARMEKRrFHEXN & UGS SHHITRE, X
i SOk, SHCEBER B R, BN TR AE TS, WA TR RIRRBIRES .
Thermo XH H&MTIMEIASE, th Ocean F1 B&W H /7 AT BESEIMIETREERR—
ASEER AL RSP TEE, WX AR A B 1A 45 R A — A R A
ErAEGT

TrbAE P ARRR T, Ocean (A EIE A S A ERY, FHHOARER. HEEEE. Bk
FEABM: FTUEAr AEAR T 75 BT 0 T HoAd Y S XSS

LA 1, Thermo $RAE R &R AT 4 8 SR B m M &, ol B AR OGS HE
e BT LB LR G 5 R MO AT, RN BEIT B E SR . IR K T SRR A
H, REXT QAR R POEAT R H R, SR P R TARKRI T ERELE, & T TR,

s
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BRA AR LR B B MRS 2 e il i, Bl T EARRIERIESZHES, A
TAEME BN (RE =T RMERELSILETER U, TR RIS, FT ARG BT 50 3 B8
N5V (BN T =D T, REE e LA eI s ikag

FEMAMEEMKEARE & AR, XATE, AR R RO r It A
b, E RN RGNS AR, MRS . — S NESRN BOUE N ERESEAR
MR SERE MR RRE T, FE. R, mRohe DS ST T R R, ek,
WP ARER BB RS R g aEk, KELRKNME, sOvayath, TEENSABRS
RER RGN TR,
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